
The Hellenic Tribute

Thank you!
This year, the Hellenic Heritage Foundation’s 2008  
Fundraising initiatives net over $260,000. These spectacular 
results are thanks to the combined efforts and dedication of 
HHF Directors and volunteers who run our fundraising events 
and the wonderful generosity of companies and individuals 
who sponsor and participate.  Thank you.
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(From L - R) George Seretis, HHF Past President; Lou Vavaroutsos, HHF Past President; Christine Diakos, 
Master of Ceremonies 2008 Gala; John Sotos, Current HHF President; John Dagonas, HHF Past President; 

Steve Mirkopoulos, HHF Past President



President’s Report
Hellenic Heritage Foundation Annual General Meeting

June 14, 2008

This past year has been characterized by strengthening our administrative 
functions, meeting our financial commitments and managing our investment 
in our beneficiaries.

First and foremost, we worked very hard with York University to ensure 
that the Modern Greek Studies programme courses were going to be taught 
following the departure of Professor Gallant.  Professor Flora Tsilaga 
successfully taught during the 2007/2008 academic year and I am pleased 
to announce that Professor Dean Kostantaras has accepted York’s offer to 
assume teaching duties as Assistant Sessional Professor for the 2008/09 
academic year. In the meantime, the search for the permanent Chair holder 
continues.  

I am happy to report that we have delivered our third installment to the Greek Community of Toronto 
in the amount of $300,000 towards the completion of the Cultural Arts Centre. This brings our 
contribution to $670,000 out of a total commitment of $1 million. The need for these facilities has 
been outstanding for a long time and we are delighted to be able to help. Similarly, we are pleased to 
support the initiative of the Metropolis and have pledged to donate $250,000 towards the construction 
of the main lodge of the much needed summer camp project, located north of Kingston. 

During the past year, your board of Directors decided to set aside up to 10% of the funds we raise 
in each year to support smaller worthwhile cultural and educational initiatives consistent with the 
objectives of promoting Hellenic culture in Canada. In this regard, I am pleased to report that we 
were able to support the annual conferences of both the Byzantine Studies Association of North 
America and the Classical Association of Canada. Both these annual conferences provide a venue 
for the presentation and discussion of papers embodying current research in their respective areas 
and attract scholars from all over the world. 

Finally a big thank you to all of our Directors and Members who believe in, and support the Foundation 
with their time and money which makes all of us a little prouder of what we are doing to enhance 
our place in this great country of Canada. Our Foundation is strong and I am proud to have served 
you as President.

John Sotos
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On Friday November 28th, 2008, the Hellenic Heritage Foundation will be 
hosting our exclusive Christmas Dinner & Dance. Directors and Members 
will be celebrating the start of the festive season with family, friends and 
invited guests at the elegant Palais Royale Ballroom, 1601 Lakeshore Blvd 
West.

Featuring the inspired cuisine of Executive Chef Steffan Howard, the  
evening begins with Cocktails and Hors d’oeuvres at 6:30 p.m. to be  
followed by Dinner at 7:30 p.m., and of course, Dessert and Dancing!

Adult: $ 100.00  
Child (under 12): $50.00

                                        This event sells out quickly.

If you are interested in finding out how you can attend the HHF Christmas Dinner and Dance, please 
contact Cathy Umphrey at 416-447-7107.

Christmas Dinner & Dance
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The Hellenic Heritage Foundation (HHF) has 
entered into an agreement with the Greek Orthodox 
Metropolis to donate $250,000 to the build the Main 
Lodge of the Metropolis Youth Summer Camp. 
Located on Lacey Lake in Kingston, Ontario, the 
Camp is progressing quickly. 

The signing ceremony and dinner, which took place 
on June 26th, 2008, was hosted by His Eminence 
Metropolitan Sotirios at the Greek Orthodox 
Metropolis, 86 Overlea Blvd., Toronto and was 
attended by Directors from both Boards.  
“This very worthwhile project fills a missing service 

for our young people and we commend the Metropolis 
for its initiative. We are very pleased to be able to 
support this effort” said John Sotos, President, HHF. 

The Hellenic Heritage Foundation and 
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Toronto sign 

$250,000 Donation Agreement 



HEADING

A BRIEF description of Photo goes nicely in this area.

TROPICANA
Hellenic Heritage Foundation’s  

12th Annual Gala

Platinum Presenting Sponsor ~ $15,000

Gold Sponsors ~ $12,500
Fox & Fiddle Corporation and Molson
George Seretis
Mr. Greek Restaurants
Nucro-Technics
Pinnacle Consultants Inc.
Sotos LLP

Silver Sponsors ~ $7,500
Polydor Group
Scotiabank Commercial Banking
Skyhawk Steel Construction Ltd.
Crabby Joe’s Tap & Grill and Coffee Culture

Bronze Sponsors ~ $1,000
Hyperion International Inc. and
Business Class Consulting
Kanellopoulos Investments Ltd.
Steve Demestihas
The Keroglidis Family
Topiary’s Dining
Torquest Partners
Triple A Cheese

Platinum Patrons ~ $10,000
John Dagonas
Paul Loukas
The Mirkopoulos Families

Gold Patron ~ $6,500
Angelo Demangos

Silver Patron ~ $4,500
Andy Papadakos
Physiotherapy Associates

Media Sponsor
MEGACosmos

Gifts and Donations
Angelo Demangos
Christine Cushing
Cinespace Film Studios
Dominic Mungo – 
C.I.P. Group, Cast in Place Concrete
George Seretis
John Dagonas
John Sotos
Kolonaki Group Inc.
Miller Tavern
Neo Image Candlelight Ltd.
Peter Xenias
Skyhawk Steel Construction Ltd.
Steve Demestihas
Steve Mirkopoulos   
Toronto Bread Co. Ltd.
Vandenbosche Jewellers
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Thank you for making this such an amazing event. 
Together we raised over $170,000 net!

Thank you to our 2008 Gala Committee
Patty Keroglidis  HHF Gala Co-Chair, Chrisoula Mirkopoulos Committee Co-Chair

Planning -  Stella Danos Papaconstantinou, Martha Sotos, Donna Xenias
Sales and Sponsorship - Steve Mirkopoulos, Michael Tzembelicos

With a very special thanks to: 
Venue Sponsor 

Paramount Special Event Centre

Auctioneer 
Fergie Olver
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Event Highlights
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13th Annual Golf Classic

Tournament Sponsor

Heritage Sponsor
Cinespace Film Studios

Platinum Sponsors
CIBC Wood Gundy
Eglinton Bayview Physiotherapy
Miller Tavern
Mr. Greek Restaurants
George Seretis & Family
Sotos LLP

Cart Sponsors
Molson and Fox & Fiddle

Gold Sponsor
Traveler’s Guarantee Company of Canada
Pinnacle Consultants Inc.

Lunch Sponsor
Jimmy The Greek

Media Sponsors
MEGACosmos
416-645-8717

Hole Sponsors
Arvan Rehab Group
Battista Paving
Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP/Greg Kanargelidis
BMO Bank of Montreal
Business Insurance Specialists Inc.
Byron Yankou/Mitchell Sandham Insurance Brokers
Canada Auto Parks/Andy Papadakis
Christian Bros. Restaurant Supplies
CIBC Wood Gundy (Kingston)
City Fish Market Retail and Wholesale
Costas Menegakis & Family
Crabby Joe’s Tap & Grill
Deloitte & Touche LLP
Demenz Hotel & Restaurant Supplies Ltd.
Drudi, Alexiou, Kuchar LLP/Constantine Alexiou
Eastside Chevrolet
Eddy’s Steakhouse
Fortigo Transport
Garfinkle Biderman LLP
Harbor 60 Steakhouse
HCA Architecture
Industralite Electric Company Ltd.
JMS Professional Corporation Chartered Accountants
John Dagonas & Family
John Dimitropoulos & Family
Kanellopoulos Investments Ltd.
Kariba Foods Ltd.
KPMG LLP
KristoFoam Industries
Medcan Clinic
Meyers Norris Penny LLP
Nicholas Nitsias
Nucro-Technics
Oasis Clothing Bank
Old Mill Pontiac Buick Ltd.
Serano Bakery
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13th Annual Golf Classic
Hole Sponsors (Continued)
Sextant Capital Management
Sinclair Cockburn Financial Group
Skyhawk Steel Construction Ltd.
Spirale Banquet and Convention Center
Stikeman Elliot LLP
Ted Alexopoulos & Family
Ted Darmos & Family
The Octagon Restaurant
Tolias Landscaping & Plowing Inc.
Toronto Disposal
TorQuest Partners
TriMap Communications
Triple “A” Cheese
Tzembelicos Family
York Central Hospital Foundation

Thank you to our generous Gift Contributors:
Angelo Demangos
byPeterandPauls.com
ClubLink
George Seretis
George Tsirgielis
Impact Cleaning Ltd.
KPMG LLP
Loblaws
Miller Tavern
Milne Corporate Consultants Inc.
Mr. Greek Restaurants
Nick Torkos Sr.
Steve Demestihas
Sun Valley Foods
TD First Class Visa Infinite
Teranet

Product Sponsors
Krinos Foods
Pride Pak
Serano Bakery
Sun Valley Foods

Beverage Sponsors
Coca-Cola
Fox & Fiddle Corporation
Kolonaki Group
Pepsi

Topiary’s Steak and Seafood

Congratulations to the day’s winners!
Longest Drive - Men
Kevin Velianou (310 yds)
Longest Drive - Ladies
Kelly Sinclair (245 yds)
Closest to the Pin - Men 
Ben Gendron (30”)
Closest to the Pin - Ladies
Litsa Kostouros (144”)

1st Place Overall
58
Joe Chiaravalloti
Steve Hiley
Gord Smith
Giorgio Havaris

Thank you to our 2008 Golf Committee
Steve Demestihas -Golf Committee Chair

John Dimitropoulos, Nicholas Nitsias, Nicolas Patiniotis,  
George Rossolatos,  George Seretis, Mike Sourlis,  

George Tsirgielis, Michael Tzembelicos. 

With a very special thanks to: 
Auctioneer 
Fergie Olver



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE

PRESIDENT
JOHN SOTOS
SOTOS LLP

PAST PRESIDENT
GEORGE SERETIS
EASY PLASTIC CONTAINERS LTD.

VICE-PRESIDENT
GEORGE ROSSOLATOS
TORQUEST PARTNERS

VICE-PRESIDENT & SECRETARY
PATTY KEROGLIDIS
IVANHOE CAMBRIDGE

TREASURER
TERRY TSIANOS
PEGASUS GROUP OF RESTAURANTS

FUNDRAISING CHAIR
STEVE MIRKOPOULOS
CINESPACE STUDIOS

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
ANGELO DEMANGOS

DIRECTORS AT LARGE

JOHN DAGONAS, DURON ONTARIO

STEVE DEMESTIHAS, CIBC WORLD MARKETS

JOHN DIMITROPOULOS

JOHN FANARAS, NUCRO-TECHNICS

CATHERINE KARAKATSANIS,
MORRISON HERSHFIELD LIMITED

PAUL LOUKAS, ADVANCED COMBUSTION INC.

TONY MELLES,
PHYSIOTHERAPY MANAGEMENT SERVICES

MIKE PANAYI, PINNACLE CONSULTANTS INC.

NICHOLAS PATINIOTIS, OBSIDIAN GROUP INC.

GEORGE RAIOS, MR. GREEK RESTAURANTS

MIKE SOURLIS, INDUSTRIALITE ELECTRICAL CO.

MIKE TZEMBELICOS, CIBC WOOD GUNDY

PETER XENIAS, 
SKYHAWK STEEL CONSTRUCTION LTD.

HONOURARY DIRECTORS

ANDY PAPADAKOS,
CANADA AUTO PARKS (DOMEPARK)

BILL KANELLOPOULOS,
KANELLOPOULOS INVESTMENTS LIMITED

GEORGE DANOS,
TOPIARY’S STEAK & SEAFOOD

OUR VISION
OUR VISION IS SINGULAR IN NATURE, THROUGH OUR  
PHILANTHROPIC EFFORTS WE SEEK TO ENRICH THE 
UNIQUE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL FABRIC OF CANADA -  
A COUNTRY THAT IS WORLD RENOWNED FOR ITS VIBRANT 
AND DIVERSE CIVILIZATION.

OUR MISSION
OUR MISSION IS TO IDENTIFY AND PURSUE PROJECTS THAT 
ACHIEVE THE FOLLOWING GOALS:

- TO PROVIDE FACILITIES AND SERVICES THAT WILL CREATE 
A FERTILE ENVIRONMENT FOR HELLENIC CULTURE AND 
HERITAGE TO COMPLEMENT OUR CANADIAN SOCIETY

- TO SHARE THE HELLENIC CULTURE AND HERITAGE WITH 
BROADER CANADIAN COMMUNITY, REINFORCING BOTH THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS FOR HELLENISM

OUR APPEAL
WE STRIVE TO ACHIEVE THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF  
INTEGRITY, PERFORMANCE AND ACCOMPLISHMENT IN  
EVERYTHING WE UNDERTAKE. OVER 90 PER CENT OF 
ALL FUNDS RAISED THROUGH EVENTS ARE ALLOCATED  
DIRECTLY TOWARDS THE FUNDING OF PROJECTS  
PROMOTING OUR HELLENIC HERITAGE, AS MUCH AS 8 
PER CENT OF THOSE FUNDS ARE ALLOCATED DIRECTLY  
TOWARDS OUR TARGET CAUSES EACH YEAR.

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION
(Please cut out and send via mail or call Cathy Umphrey to 

process payment via telephone)

NAME:       _______________________________________

ADDRESS: _______________________________________

                    _______________________________________

DONATION AMOUNT (Please circle)

$50 $75 $100 OTHER  __________ 

PAYMENT METHOD (Please circle)

Cheque      Visa     MasterCard     Amex
 

                         Charitable #887769297RR0001 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 2008
ALEXANDER ALEXAKIS • CONSTANTINE ALEXIOU • TED ALEXOPOULOS •

ANDONIS ARTEMAKIS • HARRY CHRISTAKIS • TED DARMOS • PETER EFTAXIAS
GREG GOVADARIS • GREG KANARGELIDIS • STEPHEN KARAKATSANIS • ALEX 

KARAMITSOS • IRENE KEROGLIDIS • NICOLAS KOUROUS • STEVE KRIARIS • 
DAN LIOUTAS • NICHOLAS NITSIAS • STRATOS PARACHRISTOPOULOS • JOHN 
PAPADAKIS • KOSTAS PAPAYIANNIS • PHILIP SERDARIDIS • TASSOS SIRIOPOU-

LOS • STEVE STRATAKOS • DIMITRIOS TSATSARONIS • GUS VARLOKOSTAS •  
JIM VAVITSAS • ANDREW ZIMAKAS • TOM ZISSOPOULOS 


